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PRESIDENT’S BLURB
Well the April mee ng had a reasonable a endance and hopefully a endances will grow as the main ﬂowering season
starts.
Hopefully my talk on cymbidiums on Facebook was entertaining.
At this stage we have a some demonstra ons planned for the May mee ng



How to deﬂask into a community pot- I am trying to source a ﬂask before the mee ng
How to ﬁx a broken Nie- co roll.

If you have any other demo’s you’d like please let me know.
I’m s ll trying to organise guest speakers for the year. At this stage we have Greg Bryant in July, and Michael Coker in
November. Again if you have a talk you could give or know of a suitable guest
speaker I’d appreciate you le ng me know.
As many members would be aware of by now, sadly, long term club member
Norm Shipway passed away recently a er a long illness. Norm was a massive
supporter of the club par cularly the Extravaganzas, was an excellent cymbidium
grower and a great joke teller.
I know Norm had many close friends in the club and I oﬀer my sincere
condolences to his wife Val and his many friends.
We hope to publish a longer acknowledgement of Norm’s life at a later date.
Sincerely, Geoﬀ Le Marne
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RESULTS - APRIL 2021
* Denotes Champion
SHOW BENCH
Large > 100 mm
1.

G Serhan

Cym. Firetail Gymnast x Valley Van

Intermediate 61-85mm
1.

G Serhan

Cym. Snow Beauty

2.

G Serhan

Cym. Ar ul Magic

Miniature <35-60mm
1.

V Petrovski

*Cym. Morialta ‘Gingerbread’

2.

V Petrovski

Cym. Idyllic Glamour ‘Ern’s Choice’

3.

T Lalor

Cym. Red Imp ‘Conjola’

Species
1.

D Mitsios

Cym. dayanum

SEEDLING OF THE MONTH
Intermediate 61-85mm
1.

G Serhan

*Cym. Jessie Blakiston x Lancashire Khan

2.

G Serhan

Cym. Jessie Blakiston x Lancashire Khan

Seedling of the Month:
Cym. Jessie Blakiston x Lancashire Khan (G Serhan)

SINGLE BLOOM
Large >100mm
1.

G Serhan

Cym. Serhan’s Passion x Lancashire Khan

Small Standard 86-100mm (Standard Breeding)
1.

G Serhan

Cym. unknown

Intermediate 61-85mm
1.

G Serhan

*Cym. Jessie Blakiston x Lancashire Khan

2.

G Serhan

Cym. Snow Beauty

Miniature <35-60mm
1.

G Serhan

Cym. Kiwi Zig Zag

2.

V Petrovski

Cym. Bu erﬂy Kisses ‘Splashe e’

3.

V Petrovski

Cym. Bu erﬂy Kisses ‘Viridian’

Cym. Snow Beauty (G Serhan)

POINT SCORE 2022
George Serhan
Vic Petrovski
D Mitsios
Geoﬀ Le Marne
T Lalor
Champion Show Bench: Cym. Morialta ‘Gingerbread’ (V Petrovski)

33
14.5
4
4
2
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SECRETARY'S REPORT – MAY 2022
Firstly I would like to thank our President, Geoﬀ Le Marne, for his wonderful work for the Club throughout the year and all the
support and guidance he gives to me and the rest of the Commi ee. It is much appreciated and we are all very glad, I'm sure,
that he is willing to con nue in this role for another year. Thank you also to the rest of the Commi ee for their assistance to
the Club and to Tony Benton for her work in producing the newsle er each month, running the raﬄe and keeping our website
up to date.
The Club con nues to be ﬁnancially secure, with over assets of over $25k held, to be used to support our Shows and general
mee ngs. Thankfully this posi on has enabled us to give all Members a two year break from membership fees due to the
diﬃcul es of Covid. Let's hope the worst of this is now behind us.
I am sure you will all join with me in mourning the loss of our long- me Member, Norm Shipway. He was such a wonderful
character, always smiling and quick with a joke. He has been such a staunch supporter of the Club and our Shows and his
presence will be sorely missed by all. Our thoughts are with Val and the family at this very sad me.
Arrangements for this year's Na onal Orchid Extravaganza are underway and we are so pleased that all our vendors have
agreed to join us again this year. The lack of sales opportuni es and the increases in costs, par cularly petrol for those
travelling from interstate, has meant that many vendors have been doing it tough over the last couple of years. It is a
testament to how good our Show is that they are always happy to join us again and support our Show and the Club by a ending
and bringing such wonderful plants for sale to our guests.
As you will see from our last mee ng Minutes, we are s ll ﬁnding it a bit tough to engage guest speakers. If you have any
sugges ons, please contact myself or Geoﬀ Le Marne so that we can inves gate.
The non-stop rain over the early months of this year is no doubt causing some issues for our plants, but hopefully we will have a
great ﬂowering season and plenty to put on display at our mee ngs, Winter and Spring shows and, of course, at our Na onal
Orchid Extravaganza in August.
Thank you all for your con nued support and we are so grateful to see so many familiar faces at our mee ngs already this year.
Hopefully many more will be able to join us as the year progresses.
Judith Brooks.
MEETING MINUTES - 14 APRIL 2022
President Geoﬀ Le Marne opened the mee ng at 8pm.
Apologies: Nat Cicciari, David Brooks, Seong Tay
There are a mix of seedlings available for the raﬄe tonight, mostly standards.
Geoﬀ took a moment to convey his and the Club's thanks to the current Commi ee members for all their hard work. It was
noted that David and Judith Brooks made prepara ons for the Na onal Orchid Extravaganza last year, only for it to be
cancelled due to Covid restric ons. Hopefully this year we can go ahead. Thanks to Nat Cicciari, Bill Goodridge, Andy Ga
also for their assistance during the year; to George Serhan as Vice President and also to Tony Benton for her work as editor
and Webmaster. Thanks to the members in general for their con nued support and help during mee ngs with set up and
suppers.
Judith Brooks provided a review of the Club's accounts for year end. The Club did make a loss last year of around $2.5k. This
does include an exis ng deposit of 25% for the venue for this year's Na onal Orchid Extravaganza. Whilst we had few
mee ngs last year, some outlays were made for the Show which were non recoverable. The Club also suspended
membership fees for the second year, however general expenses such as insurances and web hos ng s ll need to be
maintained. There was, of course, also no income from the Show.
Membership dues for 2022 are now due. If you are unsure whether you need to pay (some Members paid before fees were
suspended in 2020. These are being carried forward), Judith Brooks has a list so please contact her.
It was noted that Orchids Out West had increased their entry fee this year. Tony Benton explained that this was due to
increased costs and a decrease in vendor a endance.
The mee ng was suspended for the AGM to be held with Terry Davis being the Returning Oﬃcer.
Terry declared all posi ons vacant. Those put forward for the posi ons of the Club's Commi ee are:
 President
Geoﬀ Le Marne
 Vice President
George Serhan
 Secretary/Treasurer Judith Brooks
 General Commi ee David Brooks, Seong Tay, Bill Goodridge, Andy Ga , Nat Cicicari
The above posi ons were conﬁrmed as ﬁlled and the mee ng resumed with Geoﬀ Le Marne taking the ﬂoor.
The schedule for Guest Speakers for the year are – May, no speaker as yet; June, no speaker as yet; July (Winter Show), Greg
Bryant; August (Na onal Orchid Extravaganza), no mee ng; September (Spring Show), no speaker as yet; October and
November, to be advised.
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George Serhan will be doing a bulk order of nico rolls at $2 each. Please contact him to advise if you would like to par cipate.
He had also spoken with Neutrog, who have advised they are opening their online shop to Members four mes per year to
cover each season. George has the price list for Garden City Plas cs. The Commi ee is currently discussing how best to
arrange orders from them, as it requires full prepayment and delivery to one person only in the Club, and will advise. Orders
need to be bulk – a box of pots, stakes in bundles of 500, bags of Orchiata Bark.
Geoﬀ asked who was using the Neutrog products and all Members who are agreed that they are very happy with the results of
the various products. In general though plants were suﬀering from too much water from the incessant rain and subsequently
had produced lots of foliage. It will be interes ng to see how the ﬂowering season progresses.
Sharyon Wynn requested that one mee ng could we have a demonstra on of how to make up a compot.
The mee ng resumed a er supper at 8.40pm and Geoﬀ Le Marne ran through a number of the orchid sites/vendors/
enthusiasts on Facebook which he follows. These included Ezi-Gro, Steve Thomas, 3 Amigos, George Ha ield, Lawranna
Orchids, Bryants Orchids and Guest Orchids. There are many interes ng Facebook pages, both in Australia and overseas, for
Members to join or follow.
The benching results were presented and the raﬄe held. The mee ng closed at 9.20pm.

MAJOR EVENTS 2022


27-29 May: Orchids Out West, Hawkesbury Race Club, 1 Racecourse Rd Clarendon (opposite Richmond RAAF Base)



12-14 August: Na onal Orchid Extravaganza: The Arena Sports Club, 140 Rookwood Rd, Yagoona (incorpora ng the
Paphiopedilum Society of NSW)



19-21 August: St Ives Orchid Fair: St Ives Showground



7-9 October: Southern Orchid Spectacular: Sutherland Basketball Stadium, Waratah Park, Old Princes Highway,
Sutherland

